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LINCOLN  on  May  15, 1862,  signed  the  Act  which  reads: 
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first  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  seated 
amidst  his  aides,  organized  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  planned  its  programs  for  a  Nation  torn  apart  by  war. 

In  1905,  James  Wilson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  1897- 
1913  and  patriarch  of  USDA's  research,  broke  ground  for 
the  Department's  present  Administration  Building. 


ISAAC  NEWTON 


RESEARCH 


is  a  basic  function  of  the  Department.  At  the 
Agricultural  Research  Center,  Beltsville,  Md.,  and  field  sta- 
tions throughout  the  country,  scientists  have  learned  how: 

•  to  feed  livestock  with  matchless  efficiency 

•  to  breed  crop  varieties  to  specification 

•  to  substitute  machines  for  muscle-power 

•  to  devise  effective  methods  of  pest  control 

•  to  protect  and  make  full  use  of  natural  resources 

•  to  provide  man's  food  needs  for  growth  and  health 

•  to  measure  and  maintain  food  quality 


EXPERIMENT 


STATIONS 


at  the  land-grant  colleges  and  universities  have  made 
major  contributions  to  the  Nation's  agriculture.  From  the 
early  studies  of  animal  nutrition  in  Pennsylvania  to  the  re- 
cent development  of  improved  onion  varieties  in  Idaho  and 
a  mechanical  tobacco  harvester  in  North  Carolina  have  come 
research  results  to  make  America's  agriculture  the  most  ad- 
vanced in  the  world.  Oldest  existing  experimental  plots  in 
the  United  States  are  the  Morrow  Plots  established  in  1876 
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in  Illinois. 
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EXTENSION 


.  .  .  the  education  arm  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
had  its  beginning  soon  after  the  turn  of  the  century.  The 
Smith-Lever  Act  made  it  official  in  1914.  County  agents 
and  home  demonstration  agents  pioneered  the  service  that 
now  reaches  into  all  facets  of  farm  and  family  living  in 
every  county  in  the  United  States.  Extension  also  serves 
2,250,000  4-H  Club  members. 


FORESTRY 


.  .  .  programs  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  paced 
the  progress  of  forest  conservation  in  America  through  the 
years.  These  programs  now  encompass  management  of  186 
million  acres  in  the  National  Forest  system;  cooperation 
with  the  States  and  private  forest  land  owners;  and  forestry 
research.  Overall  goal:  maximum  multiple  use  of  the  Na- 
tion's wild  lands  for  water,  wood,  forage,  wildlife,  and  out- 
door recreation. 
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If  I  fill  IlL  I  I  llU  advances  in  the  last  50  years  have 
matched  the  miracles  of  production  of  food  and  fiber  in  the 
United  States.  Through  marketing  research,  regulatory 
programs,  and  grading,  inspection,  and  market  news  on  farm 
products,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  helped  to  bring 
greater  efficiency,  fairness,  higher  standards  of  quality,  and 
expanded  outlets  to  the  marketing  process.  It  is  helping  to 
maintain  competitive  free  enterprise  in  the  marketing  of 
farm  products. 


FOOD 


has  been  America's  bulwark  in  war 
and  peace.  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  geared  its  programs  to  assure  that  all  of  our 
people  will  be  well  fed.  Produced,  processed, 
protected,  and  prepared  by  the  most  up-to-date 
methods  known  to  man,  American  food  is  a 
bargain.  This  food  supply  moves  in  a  never- 
ending  lifeline  to  our  homes,  our  schools,  our 
armed  forces,  and  our  friends  in  other  countries. 
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ADJUSTMENT 


.  .  .  was  an  outgrowth  of  agricultural  abundance  following 
two  world  wars.  As  farm  production  exceeded  demand,  the 
Congress  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  applied  pro- 
grams to  protect  farmers  against  economic  disaster.  Pro- 
grams for  acreage  adjustment,  conservation,  price  support, 
and  crop  insurance  were  tailored  to  maintain  a  stable  agri- 
culture and  a  virile  economy. 


CONSERVATION 


has  changed  the  face  of 
American  land.  Early  in  the  1930's  pioneer 
soil  conservationists  warned  of  the  dangers  of 
soil  erosion.  Starting  with  the  help  of  the  de- 
pression-born Civilian  Conservation  Corps,  we 
built  a  national  program  of  soil  and  water  saving 
practices  and  better  land  use,  supported  by  tech- 
nical, financial  and  educational  aid  from  USDA. 
More  than  2900  local  soil  conservation  districts 
help  carry  out  planned  conservation  work  on 
farms  and  ranches  and  entire  watersheds. 
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.  .  .  have  a  major  role  in  the  growth  of  agricultural  enter- 
prises in  the  United  States.  With  such  humble  beginnings 
as  this  California  citrus  shed  in  1892,  cooperative  activities 

COOPERATIVES  nave  §rown  to  include  nearly  10,000  producer-owned  or- 
ganizations. Department  of  Agriculture's  research  studies 
on  cooperatives  cover  important  phases  of  operations  in 
marketing,  purchasing,  and  related  farm  services. 


has  spelled  opportunity  for  millions  of  farm  families. 
Loans  provided  through  the  Department  of  Agriculture's 
credit  services  have  helped  rural  people  obtain  land,  equip- 
ment, livestock,  buildings,  electricity,  telephones,  and  other 
modern  conveniences. 

These  loans,  accompanied  by  farm  and  money  manage- 
ment assistance,  have  helped  farm  families  keep  pace  with 
rapidly  changing  conditions  in  agriculture. 


CREDIT 


ECONOMICS 


.  .  .  and  statistics  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment helps  farmers  evaluate  their  role 
in  economies  of  the  Nation  and  the 
world.  As  their  ancestors  did  a  century 
ago,  more  than  500,000  farmers  and  busi- 
nessmen regularly  contribute  data  for 
several  hundred  statistical  reports,  such 
as  the  one  being  signed  by  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Orville  L.  Freeman.  USDA 
economists  study  domestic  and  foreign 
trends  and  new  developments  in  agricul- 
tural production,  marketing,  population, 
and  consumption. 
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FOREIGN 

SERVICE  in  behalf  of  U.S.  farmers  has 

long  been  a  Department  of  Agriculture  activity. 
Export  sales  of  corn  were  promoted  as  far  back 
as  the  1889  Paris  Exposition,  but  the  big  foreign 
job  then  was  bringing  back  the  world's  best 
plants  and  animals  to  improve  U.S.  farming. 
Today,  the  improved  crops  from  1  of  every  6 
harvested  acres  are  exported.  Foreign  sales  are 
promoted  through  the  trade  fairs  and  other 
means.  A  worldwide  reporting  corps  of  agri- 
cultural attaches  helps  in  many  ways. 
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